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Module 2

Media Narratives &
Cross-Border
Dialogue

This module explores
how digital media
influences regional
narratives and
intercultural
understanding in a
connected Europe.

MODULE 2 (Part 1)

Cross-Border Journalism
and Storytelling —
Uniting Diverse
Perspectives

Examines how digital
platforms help communities
heal from conflict, rebuild
trust, and promote dialogue
to support long-term peace
and cooperation.

MODULE 2 (Part 2)

MODULE 2 (Part 3)

o R

Digital Media’s Role in
Addressing
Misinformation in
European Political
Discourse

Examines how
misinformation travels across
borders, the risks it poses to
cohesion and democracy, and
the tools used to counter it.

Media Representation of
Migration and
Multiculturalism in Europe

Analyses how migrants and
diverse cultures are framed in
digital narratives — and how
inclusive storytelling can
challenge bias.

MODULE 2 (Part 4)

R rorics ¢

The Impact of Digital Media
on Regional Identities and
European Integration

Reflects on how online media
shapes local identities and
European belonging, and whether
it unites or fragments
communities.




Module 2 Snapshot

Focus Area: Media Narratives & Cross-Border Dialogue

Aim: Focuses on how digital media can bridge regional, cultural, and national
divides by enabling ethical storytelling, combating misinformation, and
amplifying underrepresented voices across Europe. This module explores how
digital storytelling — when done ethically and inclusively — plays a powerful role
in shaping public narratives about migration, multiculturalism, identity, and
European integration. It examines how media professionals, educators, and
young creators can work together to challenge harmful tropes, reframe regional
identities, and build transnational understanding.

Key Words: Cross-Border Journalism, Digital Storytelling, Regional Identity,
Multicultural Narratives, European Integration, Misinformation, Migration
Discourse, Ethical Media Practices, Youth Media Participation, Intercultural
Dialogue, Public Sphere, Civic Trust



\ Module Overview

This module explores how digital
media influences regional narratives
and intercultural understanding in a
connected Europe. It investigates how
journalists, educators, and civil society

actors use media to:

Bridge national and regional
divides,

Counter misinformation and
exclusionary narratives,

Reflect multicultural realities,

Contribute to a democratic and
inclusive digital space.
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Module 2 (4 Focus Areas)

Cross-Border Journalism and Storytelling —

Uniting Diverse Perspectives
Explores how transnational storytelling promotes empathy,
counters siloed narratives, and fosters shared public
understanding.

Digital Media’s Role in Addressing

Misinformation in European Political Discourse
Examines how misinformation travels across borders, the
risks it poses to cohesion and democracy, and the tools used
to counter it.

Media Representation of Migration and

Multiculturalism in Europe

Analyses how migrants and diverse cultures are framed in
digital narratives — and how inclusive storytelling can
challenge bias.

The Impact of Digital Media on Regional

Identities and European Integration

Reflects on how online media shapes local identities and
European belonging, and whether it unites or fragments
communities.
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Using case studies, digital tools, and
creative media practices, learners will
analyse the power of cross-border
storytelling, assess the risks of
fragmented or polarising media, and
explore how regional identities can co-
exist with a broader sense of European
belonging.
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Learning
Outcomes

Topic 1

Cross-Border Journalism
and Storytelling —
Uniting Diverse
Perspectives




Module 2 (Part 1) Interactive Learning Elements
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Learning Outcomes

Topic 1: Cross-Border Journalism and Storytelling: Uniting Diverse Perspectives

— |Identify how collaborative storytelling practices across countries enhance media
pluralism and civic understanding.

—> Analyse case studies where cross-border journalism has exposed truth,
challenged stereotypes, or humanised complex issues.

Topic 2: Digital Media’s Role in Addressing Misinformation in European Political
Discourse

— Examine how misinformation circulates transnationally and affects democratic
discourse and public trust.

— Explore digital tools, partnerships, and strategies that counter misinformation
and foster resilience in online communities.
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Learning Outcomes

Topic 3: Media Representation of Migration and Multiculturalism in Europe

— Critically assess how migration and multiculturalism are portrayed in digital and
social media across different European contexts.

— Develop inclusive media practices and guidelines that promote human-centred,
nuanced storytelling.

Topic 4: The Impact of Digital Media on Regional Identities and European
Integration

— Evaluate how digital spaces both reinforce and reshape regional, national, and
European identities.

— Reflect on ways digital storytelling can build bridges between cultures and
contribute to a more integrated Europe.

clusive
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Digital tools to enghance the learning experience

To maximize engagement and foster deeper integration of the exercises in this module,
consider using the following digital tools:

Padlet: Create open idea boards for collaborative brainstorming and sharing.
Mentimeter: Run quick, anonymous polls or create dynamic word clouds to gather
feedback and promote critical thinking.

Miro: A versatile online whiteboard for team collaboration with tools for mind mapping,
brainstorming, and much more.

Lucidchart: Ideal for creating diagrams, flowcharts, and mind maps with a user-friendly
interface.

MindMeister: Specifically designed for mind mapping, this tool helps you visually
organise ideas in a collaborative environment.

2 2 2 24

These tools are especially valuable in hybrid or online sessions, encouraging group
interaction and enriching the learning process.

clusive
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Topic 1

Cross-Border Journalism
and Storytelling — Uniting
Diverse Perspectives



Topic 1

Cross-Border
Journalism and
Storytelling — Uniting
Diverse Perspectives

What is Cross-Border Journalism?

— Cross-border journalism refers to media collaborations
that transcend national boundaries. Journalists from
different countries team up to investigate and tell
stories that no single newsroom could cover alone.

— By pooling expertise, data, and perspectives, they
illuminate issues that spill across borders — from
international corruption to environmental crises —
providing audiences with a richer, more nuanced
understanding (sobrief.com).

— In a continent as interconnected yet diverse as Europe,
such collaborations are essential to reflect multiple

viewpoints and unite diverse perspectives in reporting.

lusive
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https://sobrief.com/books/the-panama-papers

Why Does Cross-Border Storytelling
Matter in Europe?

Many challenges faced today are transnational — crime
networks, public health emergencies, and climate change do
not stop at borders. Traditional media, however, often focuses
on national narratives. Cross-border storytelling bridges this gap
by:

— Connecting Audiences: It exposes readers to viewpoints

Cross-Border from other countries, breaking out of national echo
Journalism and chambers.

Storytelling — Uniting

. : Fostering Empathy: Hearing stories jointly told by, say, a
Diverse Perspectives | g Empathy g jointly Y, say

Polish and a Spanish journalist can humanise people across
borders, reducing stereotypes.

— Holding Power Accountable: Collaborative journalism can
“connect the dots” of complex scandals. For example,
investigating a corruption trail that runs through multiple EU
states requires coordinated reporting.




Cross-Border
Journalism and
Storytelling — Uniting
Diverse Perspectives

Challenges of Isolated Narratives

Without cross-border collaboration, media narratives risk
remaining fragmented. Each country’s media might report a
story in isolation, potentially leading to misunderstandings
or biased views. For instance, a migrant’s journey might be
portrayed negatively in one nation’s press but
sympathetically in another’s.

If these perspectives never intersect, audiences miss the full
story. Misinformation can also thrive when there’s a lack of
international dialogue — rumors in one language can go
unchecked elsewhere.

Cross-border journalism counters this by providing context
and fact-checking beyond one locale (sobrief.com).

lus
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https://sobrief.com/books/the-panama-papers

Cross-Border
Journalism and
Storytelling — Uniting
Diverse Perspectives

Digital Media as a Collaboration Enabler

Digital tools have revolutionised cross-border reporting.
Encrypted communication platforms and cloud data-sharing
allow journalists in Paris, Rome, and Budapest to work
simultaneously and securely on the same investigation
(sobrief.com).

Virtual meeting tools enable weekly editorial calls across time
zones. Collaborative software (from encrypted chat apps to
shared document platforms) lets teams coordinate research,
compare findings, and plan publication strategies in real time —
something much harder in the pre-digital era.

clusive

Social media also helps reporters find sources and stories
across borders, by connecting with communities and other
journalists globally.
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Case Study: The Panama Papers

One landmark example of cross-border
journalism is the Panama Papers
investigation (2016). It was a
collaborative effort involving over 400
journalists from 80 countries, including
many European reporters sobrief.com.

They worked together for months to sift
through leaked documents exposing
global tax evasion. By uniting their
expertise — data specialists, investigative
reporters, local experts — they shared
resources across borders and
coordinated a simultaneous publication
that shook the world.

The Panama Papers

Breaking the Story of How the Rich and Powerful Hide Their Money

by Frederik Obermaier = 2016 = 400 pages

ssssssssss

Sobrief.com

Click To Listen
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Case Study: The Panama Papers

This unprecedented cooperation
demonstrated the power of collaborative
storytelling: no single journalist or
country could have uncovered the full
extent alone. As one journalist involved
noted,

“This leak is not the first leak.
Nevertheless, it does perhaps mark the
start of something.”sobrief.com —

heralding a new era of global journalistic
collaboration. (Visual suggestion: a world
map highlighting media outlets
collaborating across Europe.)

D i
imiemmmss  The Panama Papers
-P‘"AMA' Breaking the Story of How the Rich and Powerful Hide Their Money
INPAPERS
Y I
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Sobrief.com

Click To Listen
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Beyond
Investigations

Everyday
Cross-Border Stories

It’s not only massive investigations that benefit from
cross-nation teamwork. Cross-border storytelling can
also mean reporters from neighbouring countries co-
producing human interest stories.

For example, German and Greek journalists might
jointly report on a family reunification — one covering
the perspective from a Syrian refugee camp, the other
from a town in Germany.

By weaving together these angles, the story “unites
diverse perspectives” into one narrative that
audiences in both countries can relate to. Such
collaborations help break down “us vs. them”
mentalities, showing common humanity.

making digital media inclusive




Expert
Insight

Collaboration
Strengthens Truth
Expert Comment

Media scholars observe that cross-border journalism not
only widens coverage but also improves accuracy.

When journalists from different backgrounds fact-check
each other and contribute local knowledge, errors are
caught and biases balanced.

European media expert Brigitte Alfter argues that
journalists must “learn to systematically cooperate across
borders if they want to adequately cover European
realities.”

By uniting reporters from East and West, North and South,
cross-border teams can challenge one-sided narratives.

This approach builds trust too: audiences are more likely
to trust a story reported by a coalition of international
media than a single outlet, as it signals thorough
verification and broad scrutiny.

Source Sobrief.com

lusive
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Real Initiatives — Networks and Collaboratives

There are now formal networks fostering cross-border storytelling in
Europe:

— Journalismfund.eu — provides grants for investigative teams that include members

from at least two different countries, enabling projects that individual outlets
couldn’t afford.

— European Investigative Collaborations (EIC) —a network of European media outlets

that co-publish investigations on issues like arms trafficking or corporate tax
avoidance.

— Hostwriter —an online platform connecting over 5,000 journalists worldwide,
helping reporters find colleagues in other countries to collaborate with or seek on-
the-ground help. Such networks illustrate a solution-oriented approach: rather than
complain about siloed media, they actively build bridges among storytellers.

lus
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Case Study: The Daphne Project

Cross-border journalism has also been a
force for solidarity and justice. After
Maltese investigative journalist Daphne
Caruana Galizia was assassinated in
2017, 45 journalists from 18
international media outlets formed The
Daphne Project to continue her work.

Coordinated by the NGO Forbidden
Stories, they shared Daphne’s unfinished
investigations and published reports on
corruption that might have otherwise
been silenced.

- ) WIKIPEDIA
(3 e Fre Encyclopedia

The Daphne Project S 1ienguage +

hde Aticle  Talk Read Edit Viewhistory Tools v Appearance hide

From Wikipedia, the fres encyclopedia

The Daphne Project is a collaborative, cross-border investigative journalism project by major news organizations from around
the world, coordinated by Paris-based investigative non-profit newsroom, Forbidden Stories, to continue the work of Maltese © Standard
investigative joumalist Daphne Caruana Galiz
Reporting Project (OCCRP), a member of Global Investigative Journalism Network.""] They published their first in a series of
reports in April 2018.

lated through the Organized Crime and Corruption

Background ear

On April 17, 2018, Forbidden Stories launched The Daphne Project by publishing the first of a series of reports by a consortium
of 45 journalists from 18 news outlets to complete Caruana Galizia's investigative work. /%! The Daphne Project journalists "work
to unpack the circumstances of Caruana Galizia's murder and expose the web of corruption in Malta that made it possibie”.”!

Publications e

Laurent Richard's article "A warning to the corrupt: if you kill a journalist, another wil take their place”, was published in The
Guardian on April 16, 2018.°! It was the first in the series and Richard's message was 1o let "those who tried to halt Daphne
Caruana Galizia’s work in Malta" know that they failed.

On April 17, The New York Times published a lengthy article, *In Journalist's Murder, a Test for Malta, and the European Union",
citing a European Parfiament report, "The brutal assassination of Daphne Caruana Galizia was aimed at instiling fear in
everyone, especially those involved in investigating and prosecuting cases of money laundering and corruption.”*! The Times
described Galizia as, “[hjated by many but read by all, her post about [Malta's economy minister, Christian Cardona] had
547,146 page views; Malta has 460,000 people.”*]

Click To View
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Case Study:
The Daphne Project

This collaborative effort sent a strong
message: silencing one journalist would
not kill the story. By uniting across
borders, reporters ensured
accountability and kept the public
informed.

The Daphne Project exemplifies how
cross-border storytelling can uphold
press freedom and amplify voices that
dangerous actors try to suppress.

O

“Forbidden Stories aims to
ensure access to information of

public interest, while at the
same time deterring crimes
and violence against
journalists.”

Source
https://forbiddenstories.org/about-

us/mission/our-mission/)

clusive
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Case Study: Media Collaboration Example
Outside Multicultural Magazine

“Stories should travel, just like people do.” That’s the philosophy behind Outside
Multicultural Magazine, an EU-based media project amplifying the voices of
migrants, minorities, and multilingual storytellers across Europe.

The editorial team includes contributors from Ireland, Bosnia, Nigeria, Italy,
Germany, Bosnia and Herzegovina and beyond — working remotely to craft bilingual
content that reflects lived experiences often left out of mainstream media.

“When we co-write stories, we don’t just translate language. We translate context,
nuance, and emotion,” says a contributing editor.

“An article on refugee housing isn’t just one country’s issue — we shape it with
shared learning from different regions.”

lusive
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Case Study: Media Collaboration Example
Outside Multicultural Magazine

Their work ranges from opinion pieces on

identity and discrimination to creative Msgszine

storytelling that blends journalism with art.

This inclusive, cross-border model of

content creation:

— Centres personal voice and dignity

—> Navigates translation and cultural e |
localisation

— Highlights regional differences and shared
experiences -

This collaborative approach not only enriches

the stories — it embodies the very principle of

removing online borders through digital

narratives.

FOLLOW US
Eﬂﬂ

Most Popular:
Sha) Narratives:
Ger
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Collaborative
Tools &

Editorial
Practices

How do multicultural, cross-border media teams
work effectively together — even remotely? Here are
common tools and methods used in ethical digital
storytelling:

—>Secure Communication Channels: Teams use
platforms like Signal, ProtonMail, or encrypted
messaging groups to coordinate across borders
safely and respectfully — especially when covering
sensitive topics like migration or discrimination.

—>Shared Editorial Spaces: Collaborative tools such as
Google Workspace, Notion, and Trello help
distributed teams manage workflows, draft articles,
and store multimedia assets. Outside Multicultural
Magazine, for example, uses a shared editorial
calendar accessible across countries.

making digital media inclusive




Collaborative
Tools &

Editorial
Practices

— Language Sensitivity and Cultural Contextualisation: Editors
collaborate to make sure pieces resonate locally without losing
their cross-border relevance. A story on education access for
refugees may include perspectives from Ireland, Bosnia, and
Germany — with each version tailored to the national context.

— Regular Virtual Editorial Meetings: Remote contributors often
meet biweekly to pitch ideas, offer feedback, and support each
other’s learning. These sessions double as community-building
spaces and strategy forums.

— Transparent Editorial Agreements: Media teams working across
borders define clear agreements on authorship, content
licensing, timelines, and publication formats — ensuring
equitable recognition for all contributors and reducing
miscommunication.

These tools reflect how digital collaboration — when guided by
inclusion and ethics — can make transnational media not just
possible, but powerful.

making digital media inclusive




= Activity

Try It Yourself Practical Exercise:

H Comparing Cross-Border Coverage — Pick a major news story that affects more than one
European country (for example, a new EU policy, a climate protest movement, or a business
merger).

Find articles about it from two different countries’ news sources.
Compare:
— How do the narratives or emphasis differ? (Are there nation-specific angles?)

— What do you learn from one source that the other left out? Reflect on how reading multiple
perspectives changed your understanding. Then, imagine you are a journalist tasked with
writing a single story that would make sense to both audiences. What elements would you
include to unite those perspectives? Discuss how this exercise highlights the value of cross-
border journalism in providing a fuller picture.



Multimedia Resource

Video: Diversity Matters!
Five Suggestions For Better Cross- -

Border Reporting - Hostwriter : "Gl Wlapetis
Click to ;

View

Who is Tabea Grzeszyk?

Tabea Grzeszyk is co-founder and CEO of
Hostwriter.org, a network that helps
journalists to collaborate across borders.

Multimedia recommendation

Since 2009, Tabea has been workingasa  She has published numerous radio
freelance journalist, editor and book features and television reports mainly
critic for the German National Radio from abroad (Algeria, Brazil, China, Congo,
(Deutschlandfunk Kultur). Egpyt, Tunisia, among others).
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Multimedia Resource

Video: Diversity Matters! |
Five Suggestions For Better Cross- -
Border Reporting - Hostwriter GeordrRoporing.|

Click to

View

Who is Tabea Grzeszyk?

Tabea is an alumna of the Vocer
Innovation medialab (2013) and an IJP
Middle East Fellow in Beirut/Lebanon
(2013) where she worked for the
Lebanese Daily L'Orient Le Jour. She
participated in the Bosch programs
Tandem Europe (2016) and Border
Crossers (2017).

Multimedia recommendation

In addition to her journalism practice,
Tabea teaches International Journalism as
an external lecturer at the Hannover
University of Applied Sciences and Arts.
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Case Study: Mixer — Fostering Collaborative
Journalism in Central and Eastern Europe

Overview: Mixer is a community-driven platform dedicated to supporting
journalists, creators, and media professionals across Europe, with a particular
emphasis on Central, Eastern, and Southern regions. Originating from the Outriders
organization, Mixer has evolved into an independent entity that champions
collaborative and inclusive journalism.

Key Initiatives:

— Community Building: Fostering networks among media professionals to
encourage shared learning and support.

— Educational Programs: Offering workshops and training sessions aimed at
enhancing journalistic skills and embracing innovative storytelling methods.

|
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Case Study: Mixer — Fostering Collaborative
Journalism in Central and Eastern Europe

— Event Production: Organizing events
that bring together journalists, artists,
and storytellers to explore the
intersection of media and culture.

— Election Coverage Support: Assisting
media outlets in developing
comprehensive and insightful election
reporting strategies.

— Custom Projects: Collaborating with
partners to create tailored media
projects that address specific
journalistic needs.

Mixer wants to bring out

the best from CEE and
European journalism.

Explore More

lus
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Case Study: Mixer — Fostering Collaborative
Journalism in Central and Eastern Europe

Why It Matters: Mixer's approach to

journalism emphasizes the importance of Mixer wants to bring out
diverse perspectives and collaborative the best from CEE and

efforts.

European journalism.

By providing resources and platforms for
media professionals to connect and

innovate, Mixer contributes to a more
inclusive and dynamic media landscape in Explore More

Europe.
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[-X Conclusion

Towards a European Public Sphere

—>Cross-border journalism is helping build a more connected European public sphere.

—>By uniting storytellers and audiences across languages and cultures, it paves the way
for greater mutual understanding and accountability.

—>Challenges remain — from language barriers to funding such collaborations — but
numerous success stories show a promising trend.

—>Solution-oriented approaches like networks, grants, and digital tools are reducing
obstacles. When journalists unite diverse perspectives into a single narrative, they not
only inform the public but also foster a sense of shared European community.

—>As media across Europe continue to collaborate, citizens will be better equipped to

understand each other’s realities — a vital step toward inclusion and peace-building
across the continent.



Module 2: Digital Media
Narratives & Facilitating Cross-
Border Dialogue

You have completed Part 1 - Focus Area 1
Cross-Border Journalism and Storytelling —
Uniting Diverse Perspectives

Next is Part 2 - Focus Area 2
Storytelling for Social Change: Using Digital
Media to Promote Peace Initiatives
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