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MODULE 2 (Part 4)

Topic 4

The Impact of Digital Media 
on Regional Identities and 
European Integration

Reflects on how online media 
shapes local identities and 
European belonging, and whether 
it unites or fragments 
communities.

MODULE 2 (Part 1)

Topic 1

Cross-Border Journalism 
and Storytelling – 
Uniting Diverse 
Perspectives

Examines how digital 
platforms help communities 
heal from conflict, rebuild 
trust, and promote dialogue 
to support long-term peace 
and cooperation.

MODULE 2 (Part 2)

Topic 2

Digital Media’s Role in 
Addressing 
Misinformation in 
European Political 
Discourse

Examines how 
misinformation travels across 
borders, the risks it poses to 
cohesion and democracy, and 
the tools used to counter it.

MODULE 2 (Part 3)

Topic 3

Media Representation of 
Migration and 
Multiculturalism in Europe 

Analyses how migrants and 
diverse cultures are framed in 
digital narratives – and how 
inclusive storytelling can 
challenge bias.

Module 2
Media Narratives & 
Cross-Border 
Dialogue

This module explores 
how digital media 
influences regional 
narratives and 
intercultural 
understanding in a 
connected Europe. 



Focus Area: Media Narratives & Cross-Border Dialogue

Aim: Focuses on how digital media can bridge regional, cultural, and national 
divides by enabling ethical storytelling, combating misinformation, and 
amplifying underrepresented voices across Europe. This module explores how 
digital storytelling – when done ethically and inclusively – plays a powerful role 
in shaping public narratives about migration, multiculturalism, identity, and 
European integration. It examines how media professionals, educators, and 
young creators can work together to challenge harmful tropes, reframe regional 
identities, and build transnational understanding.

Key Words: Cross-Border Journalism, Digital Storytelling, Regional Identity, 
Multicultural Narratives, European Integration, Misinformation, Migration 
Discourse, Ethical Media Practices, Youth Media Participation, Intercultural 
Dialogue, Public Sphere, Civic Trust

Module 2 Snapshot



Cross-Border Journalism and Storytelling – 
Uniting Diverse Perspectives
Explores how transnational storytelling promotes empathy, 
counters siloed narratives, and fosters shared public 
understanding. 

02

Digital Media’s Role in Addressing 
Misinformation in European Political Discourse
Examines how misinformation travels across borders, the 
risks it poses to cohesion and democracy, and the tools used 
to counter it.

03

Media Representation of Migration and 
Multiculturalism in Europe 
Analyses how migrants and diverse cultures are framed in 
digital narratives – and how inclusive storytelling can 
challenge bias.

04

The Impact of Digital Media on Regional 
Identities and European Integration
Reflects on how online media shapes local identities and 
European belonging, and whether it unites or fragments 
communities.

Module Overview 

01

Module 2 (4 Focus Areas)

This module explores how digital 
media influences regional narratives 
and intercultural understanding in a 
connected Europe. It investigates how 
journalists, educators, and civil society 
actors use media to:

• Bridge national and regional 
divides, 

• Counter misinformation and 
exclusionary narratives,

• Reflect multicultural realities,

• Contribute to a democratic and 
inclusive digital space.



Using case studies, digital tools, and 
creative media practices, learners will 
analyse the power of cross-border 
storytelling, assess the risks of 
fragmented or polarising media, and 
explore how regional identities can co-
exist with a broader sense of European 
belonging. 

Module Overview 
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Topic 1: Cross-Border Journalism and Storytelling: Uniting Diverse Perspectives
→ Identify how collaborative storytelling practices across countries enhance media 

pluralism and civic understanding.
→ Analyse case studies where cross-border journalism has exposed truth, 

challenged stereotypes, or humanised complex issues.

Topic 2: Digital Media’s Role in Addressing Misinformation in European Political 
Discourse

→ Examine how misinformation circulates transnationally and affects democratic 
discourse and public trust.

→ Explore digital tools, partnerships, and strategies that counter misinformation 
and foster resilience in online communities.

Learning Outcomes



Topic 3: Media Representation of Migration and Multiculturalism in Europe
→ Critically assess how migration and multiculturalism are portrayed in digital and 

social media across different European contexts.
→ Develop inclusive media practices and guidelines that promote human-centred, 

nuanced storytelling.

Topic 4: The Impact of Digital Media on Regional Identities and European 
Integration
→ Evaluate how digital spaces both reinforce and reshape regional, national, and 

European identities.
→ Reflect on ways digital storytelling can build bridges between cultures and 

contribute to a more integrated Europe.

Learning Outcomes



The Impact of Digital 
Media on Regional 
Identities and European 
Integration
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The Impact of Digital 
Media on Regional 

Identities and 
European Integration

Topic 4

In Europe, people often carry layered identities: local/regional 
(eg: Catalan, Bavarian, Sicilian), national (eg: Spanish, German, 
Italian), and a broader European identity. 

Digital media – from social networks to online news – 
influences how these identities are expressed and evolve. This 
topic explores how being online affects one’s sense of belonging 
to a region or nation and to Europe as a whole. 

Does the internet bring Europeans together into a shared public 
sphere, or does it amplify regional loyalties and separatisms? 
How do regional cultures find voice online? Crucially, can digital 
media help reconcile regional pride with European unity? The 
goal is to understand the interplay between the digital 
landscape and identity narratives across Europe’s regions, and 
how that impacts the ongoing project of European integration.

Identities in a Digital Europe 
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Topic 4

Europe’s many regions – defined by culture, language, or 
history – have embraced digital media to promote their 
identity: 

→ Language Revival and Preservation: Speakers of regional 
or minority languages (like Basque, Welsh, or Sami) use 
social media, YouTube, and blogs to create content in 
their mother tongue. This has been a boon for languages 
once confined to private spheres. For example, there are 
popular YouTubers producing comedy in Scots dialect or 
influencers tweeting in Corsican. This online presence 
both preserves and normalises these identities for 
younger generations. 

Regional Identities Go Online 
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→ Cultural Showcasing: Regions use digital platforms to 
share local heritage with the world. Virtual tours of 
regional museums, Facebook pages for folk festivals, and 
Instagram accounts dedicated to local cuisine or 
landscapes connect people far and wide to a region’s 
pride. A person in Brazil interested in Celtic music can 
follow a Breton festival live-stream, fostering a niche 
global community around a regional culture. 

Regional Identities Go Online 
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→ Diaspora Connections: For people who have moved away 
from their home region, digital media keeps them 
connected. A Sardinian living in Berlin can join Facebook 
groups of Sardinians abroad, follow local news from 
Sardinia online, and even participate in hometown 
decisions via e-consultations if available. This maintains a 
sense of regional identity regardless of physical location.

 

Within certain countries, people of a common, 
minority cultures – a diaspora, very often form 
Facebook or even professional Linkedin groups, to 
exchange information, socialize and nurture their 
cultural connections.

Regional Identities Go Online 



The Impact of Digital 
Media on Regional 

Identities and 
European Integration

Topic 4

On the flip side is the idea of a common European identity – 
a sense of unity across countries. Digital media has opened 
new possibilities for forging this: 

→ Pan-European Media and Discourse: Unlike the 
fragmented national TV and print landscapes, online media 
has given rise to pan-European outlets (e.g., Euronews on 
YouTube, Politico Europe online) and forums where 
Europeans from different countries discuss issues (Reddit 
forums on EU policy, pan-European Facebook groups). 
People from Lisbon to Riga can comment under the same 
Euronews article on Facebook, interacting directly. 

European Integration – A Shared 
Online Space? 
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→ Transnational Communities: Interest-based communities 

often transcend borders online. Think of a forum for 
European history buffs or an EU-funded Erasmus alumni 
Facebook group. Members share a European outlook that 
complements their national identity. Campaigns like 
#EUandMe or #ThisTimeImVoting (ahead of EU elections) 
tried to rally especially young Europeans on social media 
around a shared cause of participating in European 
democracy. 

European Integration – A Shared 
Online Space? 
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→ European Public Sphere Emergence: Scholars have long 
called for a European “public sphere” – a space where 
Europeans debate as Europeans, not just as nationals. 
Social networks and online events (like Twitter chats with 
EU Commissioners, or the Conference on the Future of 
Europe’s digital platform where any citizen could propose 
ideas) are steps toward that. The Conference on the 
Future of Europe platform in 2021-22, for instance, saw 
tens of thousands of Europeans contribute ideas and vote 
on proposals online, with automatic translation bridging 
language gaps. It was a novel experiment in digital 
deliberative democracy across the Union. 

European Integration – A Shared 
Online Space? 

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/conference-future-europe_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/conference-future-europe_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/conference-future-europe_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/conference-future-europe_en
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European Integration

Topic 4

→ Solidarity in the Digital Era: When crises strike, digital 
media can unite Europeans in solidarity. During the 
pandemic, hashtags like #StrongerTogether circulated as 
people in different countries shared support. After 
terrorist attacks or natural disasters, Europeans often 
change profile pictures or spread slogans of unity beyond 
borders (e.g., after Notre-Dame fire in Paris, messages 
poured in from all over Europe). Such spontaneous digital 
solidarity reinforces a feeling of European togetherness. 

European Integration – A Shared 
Online Space? 
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Digital media has a dual nature: it can integrate but also 

fragment: 

→ Echo Chambers: Online, people can self-select into 
communities that reinforce their existing identity. A regional 
nationalist might mainly follow pages and groups that bolster 
their regional pride and grievances, rarely encountering 
alternative viewpoints. For example, someone in Catalonia 
who supports independence might primarily see content 
from pro-independence social media circles (and 
algorithmically, they’ll be shown more of the same), 
potentially deepening a rift with the broader Spanish or 
European community. Filter bubbles mean a person in one 
region might have a totally different information diet than 
someone in another region of the same country. 

Tensions – Fragmentation vs Unity 
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→ Disinformation and Division: As covered in Topic 2, malicious 
actors can exploit regional divides via digital media. There have 
been instances of fake news aimed at stirring regional tensions – 
for instance, false stories about the mistreatment of one ethnic 
group in a country to inflame nationalist sentiments. Such 
content, if not checked, can gain traction in closed groups, 
undermining integration efforts. 

Tensions – Fragmentation vs Unity 
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Collaborative Solutions: 
Citizens: Engage in digital literacy programs to critically 
assess online content and recognize misinformation. 
Participate in diverse online communities to broaden 
perspectives. 

Higher Education Institutions: Integrate digital media 
literacy into curricula, promoting critical thinking and 
inclusive dialogue. Support research on media 
fragmentation and its societal impacts. 

Digital Content Creators: Produce content that reflects 
diverse voices and fosters inclusive narratives. Utilise 
platforms to challenge stereotypes and bridge cultural 
divides. 

Tensions – Fragmentation vs Unity 



Source

Click To View

Case Study: Europeana 1914-1918: 
Shared History Online 

A positive example of using digital media 
to bridge regional and national 
narratives into a European one is the 
Europeana 1914-1918 project​ (Source:​ 
interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu). 
This online archive collected digitised 
letters, photos, and memorabilia from 
World War I contributed by families 
across Europe. Over 20 countries’ 
libraries and thousands of citizens 
participated. Why is this significant for 
identity? 

https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=due%20to%20its%20pan,%E2%80%9D
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=due%20to%20its%20pan,%E2%80%9D
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=due%20to%20its%20pan,%E2%80%9D
https://www.europeana.eu/en/collections/organisation/3782-europeana-1914-1918
https://www.europeana.eu/en/collections/organisation/3782-europeana-1914-1918
https://www.europeana.eu/en/collections/organisation/3782-europeana-1914-1918
https://www.europeana.eu/en/collections/organisation/3782-europeana-1914-1918
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=due%20to%20its%20pan,%E2%80%9D
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=due%20to%20its%20pan,%E2%80%9D
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=due%20to%20its%20pan,%E2%80%9D
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=due%20to%20its%20pan,%E2%80%9D


Case Study: Understanding Mixed 
Migration & the Mixed Migration Centre  

Collaborative Narrative: World War I is often taught with each country focusing on its 
own experience. Europeana 1914-1918, by aggregating stories from all sides and 
regions, created a pan-European tapestry of that history. A letter from a German 
soldier, a diary of a French nurse, and a photo of an Italian village after a battle all sit 
side by side. It shows a shared heritage beyond national silos. 

Digital Accessibility: All this content is freely available online, meaning a student in 
Romania can explore Finnish archive content, and a Spanish history buff can read 
letters from Polish families (with translations). It uses the power of digital to ensure 
everyone’s story is part of Europe’s story. 

Identity Impact: Projects like this help people see European history as interconnected. 

Unity in Diversity: Interestingly, it doesn’t erase regional or national identities; 
instead, it embraces them and ties them together. 

Try it out: https://www.europeana.eu/en

https://www.europeana.eu/en


Beyond culture and history, digital media influences civic identity – how people 
relate to European institutions and values: 

→ E-Participation: The EU and various governments use online tools to involve 
citizens. For example, the European Citizens’ Initiative allows any EU citizen to 
support policy proposals online. Social media consultations (like the EU asking 
youth on Instagram what issues matter to them) can make people feel their 
voice counts at the European level. When someone in a small region sees that 
their idea on an EU forum sparked discussion, it can foster a sense of being part 
of the European project. 

Digital Media and European Civic Identity 

https://citizens-initiative.europa.eu/_en


→ Pan-European Campaigns: Civil society has 
harnessed digital platforms for European 
causes. Pulse of Europe, a citizens’ 
movement, used Facebook and Twitter to 
organise pro-EU rallies in dozens of cities 
simultaneously around 2017-2018, 
countering Euro-skeptic narratives. The 
hashtag #MarchForEurope trended as people 
shared why they value the EU. Such digital 
mobilisation treats Europe itself as the 
community – not replacing local identity, but 
adding a layer. 

Digital Media and European Civic Identity 

Click To View

https://pulseofeurope.eu/en/about-us/
https://pulseofeurope.eu/en/about-us/
https://pulseofeurope.eu/en/about-us/


→ Youth and Digital Europeanism: Young Europeans, in particular, often have a more 
transnational outlook, partly thanks to online connectivity. They grow up streaming 
music from all over Europe, following influencers from other countries, maybe gaming 
in international teams. This daily digital mixing normalises European integration at a 
person-to-person level. A teen in Sweden might have TikTok idols in Italy and friends 
made on Twitch from Ireland. The concept of a European identity can be reinforced by 
these banal interactions, where boundaries mean less. Check out the #EUTalk hashtag. 

→ Challenges – Digital Divide: However, we must note not everyone partakes equally. 
Those who are more active online might feel more “European” due to these 
influences, whereas someone offline or in closed networks might not. So while digital 
media has the potential to broaden identities, harnessing it fully for integration means 
ensuring inclusivity in digital access and literacy. 

Digital Media and European Civic Identity 



Balancing Regional Pride and European 
Unity   

Is there a conflict between loving one’s region and feeling European? 
Digital media shows it doesn’t have to be zero-sum: 

Many online communities explicitly embrace dual identities. For instance, a 
Twitter trend like #IAmEuropeanAnd (hypothetical) had users posting “I am 
Bavarian and European”, “Catalan and European” etc., asserting that one can be 
proud of local culture and still committed to Europe’s union. 

Regions often use EU support and branding in their digital comms when it suits 
mutual goals. One example is the EU’s INTERREG or Erasmus+ programs (which 
fund cross-border regional projects). A project between a French and Spanish 
border town might run a bilingual blog updating on their joint tourism initiative, 
proudly displaying EU flags. This highlights how EU integration can directly benefit 
regions – a narrative digital media can amplify. 



Conversely, European institutions are learning to tailor messages to regions. The 
EU’s social media sometimes shares stories like “Meet X from [region], who used 
an EU grant to start a business”. By spotlighting local examples, they localise 
European integration’s benefits, making it more tangible and relatable. 

The concept of “unity in diversity” is often promoted in EU discourse, and digital 
storytelling makes it easier to illustrate this. A viral video might feature quick 
cuts: a Greek dancer, a Finnish metal band, a Portuguese surfer – all under a 
unifying theme (like an EU anthem remix). Such content celebrates the mosaic of 
cultures while underscoring a harmonious union. 

Balancing Regional Pride and European 
Unity   



Digital Bridges for 
Unity

Initiatives

On the bright side, 
numerous initiatives 
explicitly use digital media 
to bridge regional and 
European identities: 



2

European Heritage Days (digital edition): Each year, 
local cultural sites open to the public. Lately, there’s a 
strong online component: regions post virtual tours 
or stories about their heritage with hashtags like 
#EuropeanHeritageDays. It creates a feeling of a 
shared European cultural celebration, where each 
locale’s pride is part of one big festival. 

Young Digital Ambassadors: The EU has programs 
where youth from various regions become “digital 
ambassadors” to promote dialogue. For example, a 
project might pair a youth from rural Romania with 
one from urban Netherlands to co-create content 
(videos, blog posts) about common challenges 
(climate change, youth unemployment) and present 
them to EU audiences. They learn about each other’s 
local context while focusing on shared European 
issues – an integration in microcosm. 

1

Digital Bridges for 
Unity

Initiatives



Cross-Border Digital Communities: In border 
regions, people often have bi-cultural identities. 
Online groups reflect this – e.g., a Facebook group 
for the people of the Tyrol region (which spans 
Austria and Italy) discussing local news in both 
German and Italian. These digital communities 
emphasize practical integration – they share traffic 
updates, job postings, cultural events across the 
border, making the border less visible. They 
exemplify how digital connectivity strengthens a 
regional identity that is cross-national, embodying 
European integration. 

FOLLOW The DigitalEU Ambassadors here: 
https://digital-
strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/digitaleu-
ambassadors

3
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Notable Mention – Baltic Sea and Danube 
networks: Regions around the Baltic Sea or along the 
Danube have EU macro-regional strategies. They host 
online platforms to coordinate projects 
(environmental, tourism, educational exchanges) 
among regions in different countries. A student from 
Finland might find an internship in Estonia via a Baltic 
region web portal. These efforts build regional 
identity at a supra-national level (Baltic identity, 
Danubian identity) which complements European 
identity – another layer fostered digitally. 

4
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Digital Peacebuilding: In areas with past conflicts 
(Balkans, Northern Ireland), NGOs leverage social 
media to connect youth across old divides 
(sometimes including cross-border ones) through 
common projects, like coding camps or storytelling 
blogs. By working together online, new shared 
identities can form (“post-conflict generation”, etc.), 
which support the larger peace and integration goals 
of Europe. 

5
Digital Bridges for 
Unity

Initiatives



Activity

“My Identity, Online and Offline” Reflection. 

This is an introspective and discussion exercise for learners: 

Have each person draw a simple mind map or list of their identities (e.g., roles or 
affiliations). For example: “Andalusian, Spanish, European, biology student, 
gamer, climate activist, etc.” 

Next to each identity, note if and how digital media reinforces or expresses it. For 
instance: “Andalusian – follow a Facebook page on Andalusian history, share 
flamenco videos on Instagram; European – watch EU debates on YouTube, follow 
Erasmus friends on Snapchat; gamer – member of a multinational Discord server” 
etc. Everyone’s map will differ. 

1

2



Activity

Now consider: Do any of these identities ever feel in conflict online? Or do they 
overlap? (Maybe you have a Twitter community that mixes your love of regional 
food with European policy discussions – overlap; or perhaps your national sports 
fandom sometimes clashes with your international friend group during 
tournaments – conflict.) 

Group Discussion: How has the internet affected your sense of belonging? Do you 
feel “more European” because of certain online interactions? Did you learn more 
about your own regional culture or others’ through digital platforms? Share one 
positive example (e.g., “I never knew much about Polish culture until I made a 
Polish friend in a fandom online”) and one challenge (“Sometimes in global 
forums I feel the need to explain my small region because nobody knows it”). 

3

4



Activity

Finally, debate or reflect: Can digital media help create a common European 
identity without erasing local ones? What have you observed that supports or 
counters this? 

This activity personalises the abstract concepts. It shows that each individual’s 
experience with digital media and identity is different, but collectively patterns 
emerge on how integration and regionalism coexist in the online space. 

5



Resource: “#EuropeKidsWant” Youth 
Campaign – A pan-European social media 
project where young people from different 
regions created videos and posts about their 
vision for Europe’s future. This was a result 
of Eurochild, ChildFund Alliance, Save the 
Children, SOS Children’s Villages, and 
UNICEF joined forces with the Child and 
Youth Friendly Governance Project to 
consult children 10 to 18 across the 
European Union on the issues that matter 
most to them. 

Source

Source

“#EuropeKidsWant” Youth Campaign

Multimedia Resource

Click to 
View

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYWJBrLRwVY
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts


On YouTube, there’s a playlist of short 
videos titled “The Europe I Want” 
featuring, for example, a teenager from 
Romania and another from Scotland 
jointly interviewing each other about 
their daily lives and what being European 
means to them. The campaign’s Instagram 
showcased drawings and TikTok clips by 
youth expressing both pride in their 
culture and hopes for Europe (like tackling 
climate change together, or learning each 
other’s dances). 

Source

Source

“#EuropeKidsWant” Youth Campaign

Multimedia Resource

Click to 
View

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYWJBrLRwVY
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/europekidswant/shorts


Looking ahead, several points stand out: 

Opportunities: Digital media can further deepen European integration by 
enabling truly transnational conversations at scale. The idea of a “European 
town hall” held virtually, where thousands from all countries discuss in real-
time with translation, is becoming feasible. Virtual reality might even allow 
immersive cultural exchange (imagine touring each other’s hometowns via VR). 
E-learning platforms already let students from different countries take classes 
together, building a generation comfortable with European peers. 

Toward a Digital European Society – 
Opportunities and Ethics 



Protection of Diversity: A core principle must be protecting Europe’s famed 
diversity. That means supporting local content creation online (funding for minority 
language media, for instance) so every community has a digital voice. The EU’s 
policies on audiovisual media promote European works in streaming services – an 
example of trying to ensure we don’t all just consume Hollywood, but also each 
other’s stories. 

Ethical Digital Space: Ensuring the digital environment is safe and open is critical. 
Hate speech, as discussed, can tear the fabric of unity. Conversely, censorship or 
mass surveillance could breed distrust and silence legitimate identity expression. 
Europe tends to champion a free and respectful internet (e.g., the EU’s Code of 
Conduct on countering hate speech online works with tech firms to remove illegal 
hate content while upholding free expression). Achieving this balance is ongoing 
work but essential for a healthy digital society. 

Toward a Digital European Society – 
Opportunities and Ethics 



• Bridging Gaps: Integration via digital means also implies addressing gaps – 
rural/urban digital divides, young/old usage differences (help seniors engage 
online so they too partake in pan-European exchange), and accessibility (content 
for people with disabilities, multi-language support through AI translation so 
language is less a barrier). 

Toward a Digital European Society – 
Opportunities and Ethics 



Shared Values and Narratives: Ultimately, what binds Europe are shared values 
like human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality. Digital media can disseminate 
and reinforce these values. For example, campaigns against online hate or for 
human rights awareness create a pan-European normative consensus. 
Storytelling that highlights when these values prevail (or are challenged) in 
different regions creates a collective narrative of Europe’s journey. In digital 
commemoration of events (like Europe Day on May 9, widely celebrated online 
with hashtags and events), Europeans increasingly participate together, nurturing 
a common calendar and symbols. In summary, the vision is a digital Europe 
where a person can be firmly rooted in their local identity and yet seamlessly 
engaged in European communal life online. That synergy, if achieved, means a 
stronger, more empathetic Union. 

Toward a Digital European Society – 
Opportunities and Ethics 



Conclusion

One Europe, Many Voices, One Digital Space 

Digital media has proven to be a double-edged sword for regional narratives and 
European integration. It amplifies voices – whether those voices call for unity or 
separateness is up to how we choose to use it. 

The optimistic outcome, supported by many cases here, is that inclusion through digital 
mediation can indeed happen. Europe’s strength has always been “unity in diversity,” 
and now that diversity speaks and interacts daily on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, forums 
and beyond. 

The challenge and opportunity lie in harnessing that interaction to build mutual 
understanding. That is the essence of the INCLUDE ME+ vision: a connected society 
where digital narratives bring us together. 

Sources Europeana project quote on mutual understanding; ​interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu; OSCE on 
coordinated effort across platforms for understanding​osce.org

https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=vital%20for%20the%20Government%20to,%E2%80%9D
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=vital%20for%20the%20Government%20to,%E2%80%9D
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/education-culture-and-sport/news/eu-launch-digital-arc#:~:text=vital%20for%20the%20Government%20to,%E2%80%9D
https://www.osce.org/secretariat/481132#:~:text=J%C3%BCrgen%20Heissel%2C%20Director%20of%20the,%E2%80%9D


This resource is licensed 
under CC BY 4.0

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the Finnish National Agency for 
Education. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them

Module 2: Digital Media 
Narratives & Facilitating Cross-
Border Dialogue 

You have completed Module 2
Digital Media Narratives & Facilitating Cross-
Border Dialogue 

Next is Module 3 - Focus Area 1
Using Digital Media to Bring People Together

www.includememedia.eu

* Note to manage waste please print this document in greyscale or black and 
white rather than in colour. Please print on both sides of the paper (duplex) 
and if you can print multiple slides or pages on one page.
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